Abstract
Introduction
Higher Education Institutions play an important role in the promotion of sustainability and an increasing number of stakeholders expect them to be sustainable organizations. However, this can only be achieved when barriers are faced and challenges overcome (Aleixo et. al. 2018 ). It also confirm Galová et. al. (2016) who say that well-performing education as a result of investment into knowledge shall be the core of any educational institution providing new skills and competences, which in the end will benefit not only the institution and the individual, but the society as well, ensuring competitiveness on the labor market and social inclusion. Internationalization in case of universities means creating links and strengthening cooperation with partners all around the world in order to ensure study or research opportunities with different aims and for various target groups, students as well as teaching and other staff included.
Since 2002, the system of funding of universities has undergone far-reaching changes. The most of universities transformed (with the exception of colleges in the interior sector and defense sector) from state budget organizations to public higher education institutions, which have gained substantially more autonomy in the economic sphere. The increase of autonomy has influenced view of the way in which higher education is financed by the state. On the one hand, the state provided to universities autonomy in order to motivate them to become more active. On the other hand, the method of financing has remained one of the few instruments by which the state can influence the activities of higher education institutions and support the state policy of higher education. The breakdown of state budget funds for higher education institutions was based almost exclusively on the index principle until 2000. Depending on the performance derived from the number of students and the coefficients determined on the basis of the faculty type and adjusted by voting in the bodies of the representation of higher education institutions, only a few percent of the total amount was provided from the state budget to higher education institutions. For the breakdown of research, development, or artistic activities, from the beginning of the new system, efforts have been made to use the performance principle based on research performance (Mederly, 2009) .
Human resources are the basic prerequisites for the development of science and research. Human resources in research and development are a decisive factor in increasing scientific knowledge, technological progress, increasing the competitiveness of the Slovak and European economy and improving the quality of life of the population and ultimately, the successful development of the knowledge society. From 1989 in Slovak Republic, there was a large decrease in R&D personnel and researchers. This decline was due to two main factors: internal and external migration of researchers. Internal migration has led to the transfer of academic and university researchers to the commercial sphere (banking sector, information and communication companies, etc.). External migration, t. j. the participation of researchers in foreign research teams and institutions has made that the results of research projects are reported outside the Slovak Republic (Kačírková, 2012) . The R&D infrastructure is made up of R&D personnel, represented by researchers, technicians, and equivalent and support staff. It also includes devices, tools, information, communication and technological units and systems, as well as other movable things and buildings that serve for research and development needs. 
Data and methodology
Agricultural sciences are the fourth of the six basic groups of science and technology groups as defined by the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development. This division was also taken into account in the current valid Slovak legislation regulating the state support of research and development. Agricultural sciences form a special epistemological category of systematic knowledge of things and phenomena through standardized observation, measurement, analysis and interpretation techniques. The field of agriculture is one of the disciplines in the field of science, which is one of the biggest challenges in the context of the membership of the Slovak Republic in the European Union -to change European agriculture for an efficient and competitive sector. This is a science area which present the key importance for both human health and quality of life. In terms of more detailed breakdown in the Slovak Republic, the following subgroups are included in the sphere of agriculture 1 : Agricultural sciences, forestry and fisheries Animal production Veterinary sciences Biotechnology in agriculture Other departments of agricultural sciences All data analyzed in this paper were drawn from publicly available databases of the Statistical Office of the Slovak Republic. The data were analyzed by standard data comparing methods. The calculations were carried out in MS Excel, which was also used to create graphical presentation of the results.
Results and discussion
Expenditure on R&D may, in terms of macroeconomic figures, be considered as an investment of the economy into productivity in the future. Naturally appropriate periods for such investments are periods of favorable economic development 
Conclusion
The results of the analysis show to the low volume of the invested financial resources not only in the scientific research activity as such, but also in the individual scientific fields in Slovak Republic, which persists for a long time. The analysis also revealed the fact that Slovak Republic spends less than 1% of total expenditure on R&D. Such under-funding of science is also reflected in the fact that many top scientists do not stay in Slovakia, but leave abroad. At the moment, Slovak Republic is also seeking, through increased financial support, to get these scientists back to participate on Slovak research, but also to educating the young generation of scientists. Support for research and development of agriculture is in the conditions of Slovak Republic at the level of funding of social and human sciences, but it does not reach the level of support of technical and natural sciences. Such under-funding in this area also leads to the fact that innovations only to a very limited extent penetrate into the agricultural sector, which greatly reduces the competitiveness of Slovak agriculture in the European area.
